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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 11 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 1 is not supported by the specification. The specification does not 
disclose that the exterior edges of the exterior sheath and interior sheath and the 
internal frame are flush. 

Claims 13 and 14 are not supported by the specification. The specification does 
not disclose that there are apertures in the exterior sheath, interior sheath and the frame 
inclusively. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the exterior edge of the 
exterior sheath, interior sheath and frame being flush; the apertures; and the interior 
frame including a panel must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
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and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. It is unclear what is meant by "fastening mechanisms". Are 

there multiple mechanisms at one juncture of the components, or one mechanism at 

multiple junctures of the components? Also it is unclear as to what a fastening 

mechanism is. For the purposes of this examination the examiner interprets fastening 

mechanisms to be screws, nails, adhesive, welding, or the like. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 8 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Chen (6513558). 

In regards to claim 1 : Chen teaches a door system for a building, said door 
system comprising: an internal frame (26); an interior sheath attached to said internal 
frame (Figure 7, element 200a); an exterior sheath attached to said internal frame 
(Figure 7, element 200 as shown in figure 6); and exterior trim attached on said exterior 
sheath (23A). 

In regards to claim 8: Chen teaches the door system of claim 1 above, wherein 
said internal frame includes: at least one vertical component (26) and at least one 
horizontal component (26); and an attachment mechanism (figure 7 shows the two 
members attached) for attaching said at least one vertical component and said at least 
one horizontal component to one another. 

In regards to claim 1 1 : The door system of claim 1 wherein the exterior edges of 
said exterior sheath, the exterior edges of said interior sheath and the exterior edges of 
the internal frame are flush with one another (figure 7). 
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Claims 15 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Zen (20010003889). 

In regards to claim 15: Zen teaches a door for a building, said door comprising: 
an internal frame (2); an interior sheath (3) attached to said internal frame an exterior 
sheath (3) attached to said internal frame; and the exterior edges of said exterior sheath 
extending beyond the exterior edges of said internal frame (figure 1 , where edge 22 of 
the metal sheath extends beyond the edge of the frame and then wraps back around to 
be inserted into the groove 21). 

In regards to claim 21 : The door of claim 15 above, wherein said internal frame 
includes: a fastening mechanism for fastening said internal frame to at least one of said 
exterior sheath and said interior sheath (paragraph 0023). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-7, 9, 13-14, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen (651 3558). 

In regards to claims 2-7: Chen teaches a door system as in claim 1 above, 
wherein two thin carved wooden doors (200) are joined together with a frame (26) and a 
filler (27). Chen does not specifically disclose the material of the internal frame or filler 
material. At the time the invention was made it would have been an obvious matter of 
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design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have the internal frame include: 
metallic components, wood components, plastic components, a solid wooden panel, or 
a polystyrene panel because Applicant has not disclosed that the use of those materials 

4 

provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
Moreover, it appears that the door of Chen, or applicant's invention, would perform 
equally well with the frame and filler of any material. Accordingly, it would have been 
prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified Chen such that the frame and filler be made of any of applicant's 
claimed materials because such a modification would have been considered a mere 
design consideration which fails to patentably distinguish over Chen. 

In regards to claim 9: The door system of claim 8, wherein said attachment 
mechanism includes: fastening mechanisms attaching said at least one vertical 
component and said at least horizontal component to at least one of said exterior 
sheath and said interior sheath. It is common and well known in the art to use fastening 
mechanisms to attach a vertical member of a frame to a horizontal member of a frame. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use fastening mechanisms to attach the frame members. 

In regards to claims 13 and 14: Chen teaches the door of claim 1 above, but 
does not teach the door having apertures. Applicant discloses on page 6 of the. 
specification that "Apertures can be made into the exterior sheath, interior sheath, or 
frame", further discloses on page 8 that "It is to be clearly understood that the hinges 
may be hidden, mounted on the interior, or the door mounted through other hardware". 
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Applicant does not disclose any criticality as to the placement of the apertures. The 
examiner takes official notice that it is common and known in the art to have apertures 
in doors to accommodate hinges, hardware, and windows. Further since applicant does 
not provide criticality as to the placement of the apertures and it appears from the 
specification that there are a multitude of equally suitable arrangements for the 
placement of the hinges, hardware, and windows, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the door of Chen to 
have apertures through the exterior sheath, frame, and interior sheath since such a 
modification would provide for attaching hinges, hardware and windows. 

In regards to claims 24-26: Chen teaches the door of claims 1-7 and 10-14 
above, claims 24-26 merely recite an obvious method of assembling the door (as 
depicted in figure 7) of claims 1-7 and 10-14 by: placing internal frame components on 
a surface; securing an interior sheath to the internal frame components; reversing the 
assembled internal frame components and interior sheath so the internal frame 
components are exposed; securing an exterior sheath to the internal frame 
components; fastening trim components to the exterior sheath; and forming apertures 
for hinges, windows and other hardware on said door. 

Claims 16-20 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Zen (20010003889). 

In regards to claim 16-20: Zen teaches a door as in claim 15 above, wherein the 
internal frame includes structural wood components and structural composite 
components, but does not teach the internal frame to have metal, plastic, or polystyrene 
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components. At the time the invention was made it would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have the internal frame include: 
metallic components, plastic components, or polystyrene components because 
Applicant has not disclosed that the use of those materials provides an advantage, is 
used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. Moreover, it appears that the 
door of Zen, or applicant's invention, would perform equally well with the internal frame 
made of any material. Accordingly, it would have been prima facie obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified Zen such 
that the internal frame be made of any of applicant's claimed materials because such a 
modification would have been considered a mere design consideration which fails to 
patentably distinguish over Zen. 

In regards to claim 22: The door of claim 21 above, wherein said attachment 
mechanism includes: fasteners securing said interior sheath to said internal frame 
(paragraph 0023 and 0030). Applicant discloses on page 1 1 "... fasteners such as 
screws, nails, adhesive or other structural fastening methods". The examiner interprets 
other fastening methods to include inserting the edge (22) of the sheath into a groove 
(21). 

In regards to claim 23: The door of claim 21 wherein said attachment 
mechanism includes: fasteners securing said exterior sheath to said internal frame 
(paragraph 0023 and 0030). Applicant discloses on page 1 1 "... fasteners such as 
screws, nails, adhesive or other structural fastening methods". The examiner interprets 
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other fastening methods to include inserting the edge (22) of the sheath into a groove 
(21). 

Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zen (20010003889) in view of Lynch et al. (20040003560). 

In regards to claim 1 : Zen teaches a door system for a building, said door 
system comprising: an internal frame (2); an interior sheath (3) attached to said internal 
frame; an exterior sheath (3) attached to said internal frame, but does not teach an 
exterior trim attached on said exterior sheath. Lynch et al. teaches a trim to be attached 
on a door (paragraph 0028 and 0029). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the door of Zen to have trim 
as taught by Lynch et al. as such a modification would make the door more aesthically 
variable to fit into different surroundings. 

In regards to claim 10: Zen in view of Lynch et al. teach the door of claim 1 
above, wherein the exterior edges of said exterior sheath extend beyond said internal 
frame (figure 1 , where edge 22 of the metal sheath extends beyond the edge of the 
frame and then wraps back around to be inserted into the groove 21). 

Claims 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hammar (3121264) in view of Lynch et al. (20040003560). 

In regards to claim 1 : Hammar teaches a door system for a building, said door 
system comprising: an internal frame (Col. 1, lines 57-58); an interior sheath (7) 
attached to said internal frame; an exterior sheath (5) attached to said internal frame, 
but does not teach an exterior trim attached on said exterior sheath. Lynch et al. 
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teaches a trim to be attached on a door (paragraph 0028 and 0029). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the door of Zen to have trim as taught by Lynch et al. as such a modification 
would make the door more aesthetically variable to fit into different surroundings. 

In regards to claim 12: The door system of claim 1 as taught by Hammar above, 
wherein the exterior edges of said exterior sheath extend beyond said internal frame ( 

the lip and edge 21 as depicted in the drawings) while the exterior edges of said 
interior sheath are the same dimensions of the exterior edges of said internal frame (as 
shown in the drawings where the element 7 extends to the edges of the framing 
members 11 and 13). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30am to 
4:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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